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1<sa l confrontation at a critical 
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MUR 

He Asserts Administratior 
Weighs 'All Alternatives’ 

but Will Say No Wlore 

‘SETBACKS’ CONCEDED 

But Secretary Testifies U.S. 

Regains Initiative — To Be 
Heard Again Today 


Marine television lights. Mr. 
IS defended 

policy before a committee that 
was generally hostile and a 

crowd that sometimes jeered. 
The confrontation, however, 

S^meKs^l 

tadmldetn^eecher ®d Con- 

perhaps the”' most significant 

ffaiS trAdmiSon-s^ 
Vietnam policy., M 

* In the hearings with Mr. 
Rusk two years ago, the com 
^ttpe majority tended to be 
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that this country' 
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American policy. U Lausche, Democrat of Ohio, 

“War or W.P.A. Project? L ame to the defense of Mr. 

Md Senator W i. Mm* Rusk ,"&?'<$$ Sg I™ 

+l? n \ Hmtn&traUon 1 was ? f ail in g to rise as the day wore on. 
S'give^ufficient priority to the Sits with Bowed Head 
war or to present a convincing criticiism mounted, 

r^se for it, Senator , Mundt As me ^ with his head 

asked at one point: ‘*Is it a wa t0 prot ect his eyes 

*A 2 P& Sftad hoped g™ ® h Ss“a d d 

the Administration and the Served that Ja feehng of un- 
^Seend of the day. .some rest, frustration 
nf the Senators, including J. ». • j n ^he senate and 

Fulbrlghl the committee chair- Ibmldm^up m ^ Qver the 

man *L adn Ru?k d AT e a result. Administration’s Vietnam P 
after some testy exchanges licy^ Mansfie ld criticized 
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of the reports: “I have no rea (narn ^ ^ntiations and would 


By JOHN W. FINNEY 

Special to The New York Time* 
WASHINGTON, March 11 — 

The Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee pressed Secretary 
of State Dean Rusk today to 
disclose whether the Admm- 
istration was planning to ex- 
pand the war in Vietnam. 

js 

policy from “A to Z and con- 
sidering “all alternatives. 

Among the alternatives, Mr. 

Si c a««d, i» »» *«" 

in the American military, 
strength in Vietnam. 

So“gdg^‘ ftat the Onlttd 

ssi-jir-jsr- 

bS" to «>. recent enemy 
offensive. 

Ha contended, however, that 
Military picture was be- 
J r more encouraging he- 


ftlUes 

the Mtk,. 

Sees ‘Turning Point* in War 
The war, he declared, has 
•eached a significant “turning 
Snt” with the outcome de- 
lendent upon which side * most 
luickiy seizes and retains 
nitiative. 

At the same time he cau- 
ioned that heavy fighting lay 
ihead, fighting that would 
;est the will and determination 
if the United States. 

Mr. Rusk- found the com- 

nittee, which has long been 

critical of the Administration s 
policy, turning toward direct 
ipposition to the war. 

There was talk of holding up 
he foreign aid bill-the osten- 
iible subject of the hearing 
intil the committee received 
ome satisfactory answers on 
he future course of the war. 

It was Mr. Rusk’s first pub- 
ic discussion of Vietnam policy 
iefore the committee in two 
'ears, and he came well pre- 
lared for what the Administra- 
:ion had expected to be a polit- 
lontinued on Page 17, Column 1 


noteive it South Vietnnam. | 
Senator Wayne Morse, Demo- 
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son to doubt them. _ ,, j 

-• But Mr. Rusk persistently re 
fused to discuss them or even 

tell the committee that Congre s 
Would be consulted before any 

decision was rea ? h< $J° f 
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consideration from A ^^se PT boats supplied 
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strated mat we p 'ek 

to- invade anyone, Mr. Rusk 
said. He then went on to ob- 
serve that “it has been our 
hope that we can bring it to a 
close without a geographical 
expansion of the war. 

.At the start of the day, aftei 
IvTr. Rusk completed his state 
ment on foreign aid, Senato 
Fulbright introduced the Viet 
nam issue by describing^ thi 
Administration’s policy in Viet 
nam as “wrong and nothin! 
short of disastrous.” 

ply Mr. Rusk began tc 


